Frequently Asked Questions

Applications and Eligibility
Can I apply for a grant outside the application window?
No. The application cycle runs annually from 1 November to 15 January. Only applications submitted within this timeframe will be considered. Early or late applications outside this window will not be accepted.

Is there an age limit for applying for a grant?
No. There is no age restriction for applicants.

Can I apply if I live outside the UK?
Yes. You do not need to be a UK resident to apply. However, the course must be undertaken at a university in England or Wales where you will have to be attending in person. 

Can I apply if my course is in Scotland or Northern Ireland which is also UK?
No. Eligibility is limited to applicants who plan to study at a course at a university in England or Wales.  The Trust is unable to provide grants for courses in Scotland or Northern Ireland.

Can I apply if I receive funding or a scholarship from another organisation?
Yes. Receiving other financial support does not affect eligibility or the amount you can receive from the Trust, but this must be included in your financials when applying.

Can I apply if I am already studying on a course?
Yes. Students who are already part-way through their course are eligible to apply. We understand that many higher education courses span several years, so you do not need to be starting a new course in order to apply.

Can I apply if my course has not started yet?
Yes. However, it is preferable to apply once you have started your course as you will have a better understanding of your financial circumstances. Successful grants cannot be paid until the student is enrolled and has commenced their course at a university in England or Wales.

Can I apply if I have previously received a grant from the Trust?
No. The Humanitarian Trust awards one-off grants only, so applicants who have previously received a grant are not eligible to apply again.





What level of grants does the Trust support?
It supports Master's, PhD/DPhil, postgraduate diplomas, etc.

Do undergraduate courses qualify for a grant?
No. Undergraduate courses do not meet the Trust's eligibility criteria, unless these are extended undergraduate courses where funding is not easily available after the initial three years such as Medicine and Dentistry, etc.

Are grants available to students doing any type of higher degree study?
No. Grants are available only to students undertaking higher degree study (e.g. master’s, PhD etc) in academic subjects. Courses such as art, music, youth work and sports are not eligible under the current grant criteria. 
Does the Trust provide grants for part-time courses?
No. Grants are not available for part-time, short-term courses or distance-learning.

How much can a student apply for?
Student grants are one-off awards of up to £1,000. Applicants must not have a total shortfall exceeding £2,000.

References and Supporting Information
What type of reference do I need?
References should be provided by individuals who know you and your work well enough to support your application. We particularly value references that provide insight into how you approach your studies and how receiving a grant would support your academic goals. We are happy to accept reference letters sent directly by email from university staff, provided the email includes the sender's official university email signature or a letter attachment on university letterhead.

What is university confirmation of disbursement?
Before we can process a grant, the Humanitarian Trust needs your university to confirm that they can accept the funds from the Trust and pass them on to you in line with their usual processes. This confirmation can come either via communications from your student finance office and you, or through an official letter.  You must include a copy of that confirmation in your application pack.

Process after application
What happens after I submit my application?
Applicants will receive an email acknowledging receipt of their application. Shortlisted applicants will then progress to the shortlisting stage and will be notified by the end of February. Final decisions will be made by the Board of Trustees after mid-March, and the Trust will inform applicants of the outcome shortly thereafter.  A formal award notification letter will be sent to the University involved whereby they will be requested to send the bank account details for payments.

When will I receive the grant?
Grants are paid shortly after the relevant universities have provided their bank details to arrange payment, if the student is already enrolled.  If the student has not yet commenced their course, payment will be made in the new academic term following confirmation of enrolment/registration.

Payment of Grants
Can the Trust pay the grant directly to me?
No. The Trust can only make grant payments to charitable institutions, such as universities. If your application is successful, the grant will therefore be paid directly to your university. The university may then apply the funds to your student account, either towards tuition fees or living expenses.

What if my university will not administer the grant?
We require confirmation that the university will accept and administer the grant at the outset.  The contact details and relevant confirmation from the student finance office should also be included in the application pack

Future Applications
If I am unsuccessful this year, can I reapply?
Yes. You may reapply in a future application cycle, provided that you continue to meet the eligibility criteria.

What is expected if a grant is awarded?
Successful awardees must provide a short report to the Trustees at the end of the grant term, usually 12 months post grant, explaining their progress and what has been achieved through receiving the award.

Who can I contact if I have a question about my application?
All application enquiries can be emailed to Humanitarian Trust humanitariantrust@prismthegiftfund.co.uk 
